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Secure access to a subscription module 

This invention relates to a method of providing to a client communications 
dev.ce access to a subscription module of a server communications device 
More particular, this invention relates to a method of providing to a client 
communications device access to a subscription module of a server 
communications device, the method comprising the steps of establishing a 
communications link between the client communications device and the 
server communications device; and communicating a number, of messages 
comprising data related to the subscription module between the server 
communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link. 

In many wireless communications systems, such as GMS, UTMS, GPRS, 
etc., communications devices are equipped with a subscription module such 
as a SIM card, a USIM card, or the like. When a subscriber requests a 
communication service it is determined, via said subscription module, 
whether the subscriber is qualified to receive communication services from 
that system. For this purpose, a subscriber identity is assigned to a device in 
a wireless communications system which uses a subscriber identity media. In 
order to get access to the communications services, the communications 
device needs to have access to security sensitive information, which is unique 
to the subscription and which is stored in the subscription module. 

Similarly, other types of authentication or security services, such as WLAN 
access at hotspots, desktop login or web authentication, may be based on a 
subscription module, possibly in combination with GSM/UMTS related 
services. 



In the context of the Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM), 
subscription is based on a SIM (subscriber identity module) card, i.e. the 
subscription module is implemented as a SIM card attached to a mobile 
device. The SIM card includes a ROM (Read Only Memory), a RAM (Read 
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Access Memory), an EEPROM (Electrically Erasable Programmable Read 
Only Memory), a processor unit and an interface to the communications 
device. The memory of the SIM provides storage of the subscriber identity 
which is the International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI) in a GSM 
network. Except for emergency calls, the device can only be operated, if a 
valid SIM is present. The SIM supports a security function for verification of 
the user of the device and for authentication of the user to the GSM network. 
The SIM further comprises information elements for GSM network 
operations, e.g. related to the mobile subscriber or GSM services. 

In the above described context, if a user would like to use a SIM card, i.e. a 
single subscription, to connect to a wireless communications network from 
several different personal mobile devices, he or she needs to manually 
remove the SIM card from one device and put it into another device. In order 
to avoid this inconvenient operation it is advantageous, if the wireless 
communication system allows more than one communications device to 
share the same subscriber identity without having to pay for more than one 
subscription. 

Similarly, if the user would -like to utilise a general purpose subscription 
module like the SIM or USIM card for authentication or security services 
other than GSM/UMTS, for example WLAN access, the subscription module 
must be manually removed from one device and inserted into the device that 
is the end-point for that other authentication process. 

The emerging short-range wireless technologies, such as Bluetooth and 
wireless LAN, -which enable relatively high speed short range connections, 
have made it possible to simplify the tedious procedure described above. 

The international application WO 99/59360 discloses an arrangement for 
communicating SIM related data In a wireless communications system 
between a wireless communications device and a subscriber identity device 
including a subscriber identity unit with a SIM card. The wireless 



communications device and the subscriber identity device are separated from 
each other, but may communicate with each other via a local wireless 
communications link within a radio frequency range. SIM related data is 
communicated over the local wireless communications link. Hence the above 
prior art system allows a simplified sharing of a subscription module by 
several communications devices. Instead of moving the SIM card between 
different mobile devices, direct wireless access to the SIM card over an air 
interface is realised. In the above prior art, the local wireless communications 
link is encrypted in order to .establish a secure wireless communications link 
that hinders third party interception of sensitive information. 

The Bluetooth pairing mechanism produces a shared secret, the so-called 
link key, between two Bluetooth devices (see "Baseband Specification" in 
"Specification of the Bluetooth System, Core, Version 1.1", Bluetooth Special 
Interest Group, February 2001). The link key is derived from a PIN that is 
entered by the user of the devices. The link key is subsequently used to 
protect the Bluetooth communication. However, since the remote access to a 
subscription module is particularly security sensitive, there is a need for 
increased security, i.e. an improved protection of the subscription module 
against unauthorised access to the sensitive subscription information and. 
services on the module. 



Furthermore, the IEEE 802.11 standard offers secure communications 
services such as authentication and encryption via a wired equivalence 
privacy mechanism (see "IEEE Std 802.11 - 1999 Edition IEEE - Part 11: 
Wireless LAN Medium Access Control and physical layer specifications"). 
However, this mechanism is-known to have security weaknesses. 

Hence, the above prior art systems involve the problem that the 
communication between the server and client communications device may 
be intercepted and an established communications link may be taken over by 
a dishonest user who may misuse the gained access to the subscription 
module. 
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Furthermore, if the local wireless communications link is a link to a local 
wireless network, such as a Bluetooth piconet, the link between the client 
device and the server device may comprise several wireless connections 
5 involving intermediate devices, thereby causing the security of the 
communications link to be difficult to control, even though the individual 
communications links may be encrypted. Hence, there is a risk of 
unauthorised interception and use of sensitive data related to the 
subscription module. 

10 

Hence, it is an object of the present invention to provide increased security 
for remote access of a subscription module. 

The above and other problems are solved when a method of providing to a 
15 client communications device access to a subscription module of a server 
communications device, the method comprising the steps of 

- establishing a communications link between the client communications 
device and the server communications device; and 

- communicating a number of messages comprising data related to the 
20 - subscription module between the server communications device and the 

client communications device via the communications link 

is characterised in that 

25 the method further comprises the step of providing integrity protection of the 
messages communicated between the server communications device and 
the client communications device via the communications- link. - 

Consequently, according to the invention an improved security is achieved by 
30 authenticating the individual messages sent between the client and server 
communications devices. Hence, it is ensured that the communicated 
messages are sent by a legitimate device and that they have not been 
altered during transmission over the air interface, thereby providing improved 
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security against a dishonest user's attempt to take over a once authenticated 
communication channel between the devices. 

In particular, it is an advantage of the invention that it provides protection of 
the interface between the client and server communications devices against 
active wiretapper attacks. 

It is a further advantage of the invention that it does not require a trust 
relation between the subscription, moduje and the client communications 
device. 

Here, the term integrity protection comprises any method of assuring that 
information sent from an originating source is not accidentally or maliciously 
altered or destroyed during communication from the source to the receiver. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the step of providing integrity 
protection further comprises calculating, based on a secret session key, a 
respective message authentication code for each of the communicated 
messages; and including the calculated message authentication code into 
the corresponding communicated message. 

Hence, by using a message authentication code (MAC), i.e. a keyed hashing 
algorithm that uses a symmetric session key, an increased security is 
achieved by providing integrity protection for each individual message. When 
using this type of algorithm, the sending application computes a hash 
function using a secret session key, and the receiving application needs to 
posses the same key to re-cempute the hash value and, thus,, to be able to 
verify that the transmitted data has not changed. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the step of establishing a 
communications link between the client and server communications devices 
comprises determining a secret session key based on a shared secret 
between the server and client communications devices. Hence, by refreshing 
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the secret hashing key at each new session, reply attacks are avoided, i.e. 
attempts by a dishonest user to repeat a previously intercepted message. 

Here, the term shared secret comprises any suitable secret data item, e.g. a 
secret key, a bit string, or the like, known to the server and the client 
communications devices that is suitable as an input for a cryptographic 
algorithm, such as a hash function, a MAC algorithm, a pseudo-random 
function, or the like. 

In a further preferred embodiment of the invention, the method further 
comprises providing the shared secret by performing a secure pairing 
procedure including receiving a passcode by at least one of the client 
communications device and the server communications device. Hence, a 
user friendly security mechanism is provided which does not demand any 
more user interaction than is already required when, for example, pairing two 
Bluetooth devices. 

Depending on the method employed, a user may have to enter the passcode 
in both devices or in one device, e.g. by displaying a PIN code on one of the 
devices and requesting the user to- enter the PIN in the corresponding other 
device. 

Furthermore, if the required passcode is short, i.e. less than 7 digits or 
letters, the time-consuming task of entering a long passcode is reduced and 
the possibility of entering an erroneous passcode is reduced. High security 
may still be achieved by utilising high-security PIN methods such as the one 
-described in C. Gehrmann and-K-Nyberg, "Enhancements to the Bluetooth 
baseband security", Proceedings of the NordSec Conference 2001 , Nov. 1-2, 
2001 , DTU Denmark. 

In another preferred embodiment, the communications link has a secret link 
key related to it and the method further comprises providing the shared 
secret by calculating the shared secret using the secret link key as an input. 



Hence, existing pairing mechanisms for the set-up of the communications link 
between the server and client devices may be utilised to enhance the 
security of the remote access to the subscription module. For example, in 
connection with a Bluetooth communication, the Bluetooth link key may be 
utilised to derive the shared secret for integrity protection. Hence, no 
additional interaction is required for achieving the additional security. 

In yet another preferred embodiment of the invention, the method further 
comprises 

- incorporating a value of a first counter in each of the messages 
communicated from the client communications device to the server 
communications device, the first counter being indicative of the number of 
messages communicated from the client communications device to the 
server communications device; and 

- incorporating a value of a second counter in each of the messages 
communicated from the server communications device to the client 
communications device, the second counter being indicative of the 
number of messages communicated from the server communications 
device to the client communications device; 

and the step of calculating a respective message authentication code for -; 
each of the communicated messages comprises calculating a message 
authentication code for each of the communicated messages and the 
corresponding counter value. 

Hence, by providing respective counters for the messages communicated to 
and from the server communications device, the security of the 
communication is further increased. For example, a dishonest user who may 
have intercepted a previous message including a request for sensitive 
information, may attempt to simply repeat this request, in order to receive the 
information as a reply. However, by providing a message counter, the 
repeated message will be identified as out of sequence by the server and 
can, thus, be discarded. 
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In the above prior art systems, once the client communications device is 
authenticated, it may access any function in the subscription module via the 
messages sent over the air interface, thereby creating a potential security 
risk of unauthorised access. 

5 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the method further comprises 
determining, for the messages communicated from the client 
communications device to the server communications device, whether the 
message is authorised to address the subscription module. Hence, a filter 
10 mechanism is provided in the server communications device which allows a 
selective access control and a mechanism to restrict or limit access to the 
subscription module, thereby increasing the security of the subscription 
module access. 

15 Preferably, the method further comprises providing a shared secret between 
the client communications device and the server communications device; and 
providing an access control list stored in the server communications device in 
relation to at least one of the shared secret and the client communications 
device, thereby providing a mechanism for storing individual access control 

20 - lists for different client communications devices in a safe manner. A protected 
database may, for example, be implemented by storing the data on a special 
circuit, by providing software-based protection, such as encryption, 
authentication, etc., or a combination thereof. 

25 The communications link may be an electric link or a wireless 
communications link, such as an electro-magnetic, magnetic or inductive link. 
Examples of - electro-magnetic links include,- radio-frequency links* optical 
links, infrared links, microwave links, ultra sound links, or the like. For 
example, the communications link may be a radio link according to the 

30 Bluetooth standard, i.e. a short-range wireless technology that enables 
different units to communicate with relatively high speed. Bluetooth as well as 
other short-range wireless technologies make it possible to set up fast 
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connections between different personal computing devices like a mobile 
phone, a Personal Digital Assistance (PDA), etc. 

When the communications link is a wireless communications link, a fast way 
of establishing a communications link is provided without the need of a 
physical or electrical connection between the devices. 

The term communications device comprises any electronic equipment 
including communications means adapted to establish a communications link 
as described above, or part of such electronic equipment. The term electronic, 
equipment includes computers, such as stationary and portable PCs, 
stationary and portable radio communications equipment, etc. The term 
portable radio communications equipment includes mobile radio devices., 
such as mobile telephones, pagers, communicators, e.g. electronic 
organisers, smart phones, PDAs, or the like. 

The term subscription module comprises modules which may be removably 
inserted into a communications device, such as a smart card, a SIM card, a 
USIM card a wireless identity module (WIM) card, any other suitable 
integrated circuit card (ICC); or the like. The term subscription module further < 
comprises modules which are physically inseparable from the server 
communications device. 

The subscription module may be brought into physical contact with, e.g. 
inserted in, the server communications device, or a communications 
connection may be established, e.g. by bringing the subscription module into 
the range of coverage of a wireless communications interface. 

The data communicated between the client and the server communications 
device may be data stored in the subscription module. The data may be 
required for registering the client communications device in a cellular 
network, for establishing a communications connection from the client 
communications device, e.g. a voice, fax, or data call, hereafter referred to as 
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a "call", for receiving a call from the network directed to a telephone number 
associated with the subscription module, for authorising payments or other 
transactions, for accessing functionality or interfaces of the server 
communications device, or the like. The data may further comprise 
subscription authorisation data, e.g. a PIN code entered by a user of the 
client communications device and sent to the server communications device. 
The data may further comprise address data, phone books, or any other 
sensitive data related to the subscription module. The communication of data 
may comprise the transmission of data from the server communications 
device to the client communications device and/or the transmission of data 
from the client communications device to the server communications device. 
Hence, access to the subscription module involves access to the data related 
to the subscription module, i.e. the transmission of data to the subscription 
module, the reception of data from the subscription module, or the like. 

The subscription module may be able to authenticate a number of different 
client communications devices. 

The present invention can be implemented in different ways including the 
method described above and in the following, an arrangement, and further 
methods and product means, each yielding one or more of the benefits and 
advantages described in connection with the first-mentioned method, and 
each having one or more preferred embodiments corresponding to the 
preferred embodiments described in connection with the first-mentioned 
method and disclosed in the dependant claims. 

It is noted that the features of the method described above and in the- 
following may be implemented in software and carried out in a data 
processing system or other processing means caused by the execution of 
computer-executable instructions. The instructions may be program code 
means loaded in a memory, such as a RAM, from a storage medium or from 
another computer via a computer network. Alternatively, the described 
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features may be implemented by hardwired circuitry instead of software or in 
combination with software. 

The invention further relates to a communications system comprising a client 
communications device and a server communications device including a 
subscription module, the client and server communications devices each 
comprising respective communications means for establishing a 
communications link between the client communications device and the 
server communications device, and for communicating a number of 
messages comprising data related to the subscription module between the 
server communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link; 

characterised in that 

the client communications device and the server communications device 
each comprise respective processing means adapted to provide integrity 
protection of the messages communicated between the server 
communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link. 

The invention further relates to a server communications device including a 
subscription module, the server communications device comprising 
communications means for establishing a communications link with a client 
communications device, and for communicating a number of messages 
comprising data related to the subscription module between the server 
communications device and. the . client . communications device via the 
communications link; 

characterised in that 

the server communications device comprises processing means adapted to 
provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the 
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server communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link. 

The invention further relates to a client communications device for providing 
access to a subscription module of a server communications device, the 
client communications device comprising communications means for 
establishing a communications link with the server communications device 
including the subscription module, and for communicating a number of 
messages comprising data related .to the subscription module between the 
client communications device and the server communications device via the 
communications link; 

characterised in that 

the client communications device comprises processing means adapted to 
provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the 
client communications device and the server communications device via the 
communications link. 

- -When the- server communications device,- the communications means of the 
server communications device, and the subscription module are physically 
included in a single unit, a particularly high level of security is provided, as 
the possibility of data interception and misuse is further reduced. 
Advantageously, the server communications device, a wireless interface and 
the subscription module may be implemented as one physically inseparable 
entity. 

The server communications device may be used as a server device for a 
number of different client communications devices using the same 
subscription. 

The term processing means comprises general- or special-purpose 
programmable microprocessors, Digital Signal Processors (DSP), Application 
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Specific Integrated Circuits (ASIC), Programmable Logic Arrays (PLA), Field 
Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGA), special purpose electronic circuits, etc,, 
or a combination thereof. 

The term storage means includes magnetic tape, optical disc, digital video 
disk (DVD), compact disc (CD or CD-ROM), mini-disc, hard disk, floppy disk, 
ferro-electric memory, electrically erasable programmable read only memory 
(EEPROM), flash memory, EPROM, read only memory (ROM), static random 
access memory (SRAM), dynamic random access memory (DRAM), 
synchronous dynamic random access memory (SDRAM), ferromagnetic 
memory, optical storage, charge coupled devices, smart cards, PCMCIA 
cards, etc. 

The term communications means comprises any circuit adapted to establish 
the above mentioned communications link. Examples of such circuits include 
RF transmitters/receivers, e.g. Bluetooth transceivers, light 
emitters/receivers, e.g. LEDs, infrared sensors/emitters, ultrasound 
transducers, etc. 

The above prior art systems involve the problem that, when the subscription • 
module is used for other authentication services in addition to GSM/UTMS, 
e.g. for WLAN access, etc., the security of the GSM/UTMS: access may be 
compromised by a the other services. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the above problem is solved by 
a method of providing to a client communications device access to a 
subscription module by . a server- communications device comprising the 
subscription module, the method comprising the steps of 

- establishing a communications link between the client communications 
device and the server communications device; and 

- receiving a number of messages from the client communications device 
by the server communications device via the communications link, the 
messages addressing the subscription module; 
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characterised in that 

the method further comprises the step of determining, for at least one of the 
5 received messages, whether the message is authorised to address the 
subscription module. 

Hence, a filter mechanism is provided in the server communications device 
which allows a. selective access control and a mechanism to restrict or limit 

10 access to the subscription module, thereby increasing the security of the 
subscription module access. Even though the client communications device 
is authenticated, it is not necessarily authorised to access all the services 
provided by the subscription module, thereby increasing the security. Only 
those messages from the client communications device addressing functions 

15 and/or data on the subscription module which are authorised by the filter 
mechanism, are accepted and forwarded to the subscription module. 

According to a preferred embodiment, the method further comprises 
providing integrity protection of the messages communicated between the 
- -20 server-communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link, where the integrity protection is based on a shared 
secret between the client communications device and the server 
communications device; and providing an access control list stored in the 
server communications device in relation to at least one of the shared secret 
25 and the client communications device. 

. Preferably, the access control list is stored in a protected database, thereby 
providing a mechanism for storing individual access control lists for different 
client communications devices in a safe manner. A protected database may, 
30 for example, be implemented by storing the data on a special circuit, by 
providing software-based protection, such as encryption, authentication, etc., 
or a combination thereof. 
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The invention further relates to a server communications device including a 
subscription module, the server communications device comprising 
communications means for establishing a communications link with a client 
communications device, and for receiving a number of messages addressing 
the subscription module from the client communications device via the 
communications link; 



characterised in that 

the server communications device comprises processing means for 
determining, for at least one of the received messages, whether the message 
is authorised to address the subscription module. 

Preferably, the server communications device comprises storage means for 
storing an access control list as described above. 

The invention will be explained more fully below in connection with a 
preferred embodiment and with reference to the drawing, in which: 

fig. 1 shows a schematic view of a client communications device and a server 
communications device according to an embodiment of the invention; 

fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of a communications system 
according to an embodiment of the invention illustrating the flow of a 
message from the client communications device addressing the subscription 
module of a server communications device; 

fig. 3 shows a flow diagram of a secure communications session according to 
an embodiment of the invention; 



fig. 4 shows a flow diagram illustrating the communication of a message from 
the client to the server communications device; 
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fig. 5 shows a flow diagram illustrating the communication of a message from 
the server to the client communications device; 

fig. 6 shows a flow diagram of a process of generating a shared secret 
5 according to an' embodiment of the invention; 

fig. 7 illustrates a filter mechanism according to an embodiment of the 
invention; and 

10 fig. 8 shows a schematic view of a server communications device according 
to an embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 1 shows a schematic view of a client communications device and a 
server communications device according to an embodiment of the invention. 

15 The client communications device 106 includes an antenna 113 for 
communicating via a mobile communications network 1.14, e.g. a GSM 
network. The client communications device further comprises circuitry 1 07 for 
controlling the communications device, a storage medium 108, a display 111 
and a keypad 1 12, or other user input/output means. For example, the client 

•20 communications device may be a mobile telephone or another personal - 
communications device, such as a communicator, a PDA, a> laptop, a pager, 
a car phone, or the like. Further examples of a client communications device 
include a modem, a telefax or other telecommunications equipment. The 
storage medium 108 may be a memory section of a SIM card comprising 
25 EPROM, ROM and/or RAM sections. Alternatively, the storage medium may 
be a another built-in or insertable memory, such as EEPROM, flash memory 

• • ROM, RAM, etc. • • ■ • ~ 

The client communications device further comprises a Bluetooth transceiver 
30 110. Via the Bluetooth transceiver, a local radio link 1 1 5 for data transmission 
can be established between the client communications device and a 
Bluetooth transceiver 104 of a server communications device 101 when the 
server communications device is brought into the connection range of the 
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wireless local communication of the client communications device, or vice 
versa. The server communications device 101 comprises a processing unit 
105 and a subscription module 102. In one embodiment, the subscription 
module is a SIM card comprising a processing unit, a memory including an 
EPROM section, a ROM section and a RAM section and an input/output port. 
Hence, the server communications device has direct access to a subscription 
module and is physically connected to it. The server communications device 
may grant the client communications device access to the services and files 
of the subscription module 102. For example, the server communications 
device may be a mobile telephone or other personal communications 
equipment. Alternatively, the server communications device may be a special 
remote access device which only serves as an access server for different 
client devices. For example, the server communications device may be 
implemented as a contactless smart card, e.g. a smart card with an 
integrated wireless communications interface such as a short-range radio 
interface. 

Hence, the client communications device 106 may access the services and 
files of the subscription module 102 of the server communications device 
101, via the radio -link 115, and use the access for the connection to the: 
cellular network 114. 

In the above, two general roles have been described: A Remote 
Authentication Access Server (RAA Server) having direct access to the 
subscription module, and a Remote Authentication Access Client (RAA 
Client) obtaining remote access to the subscription module, thereby obtaining 
access to a number of possible services. Hence,, in the following, the client 
communications device will also be referred to as the RAA Client and the 
server communications device will be referred to as the RAA Server. 
Examples of the functionality, services and data which may be accessed by 
the RAA Client include: 

- Register the RAA Client 106 in a cellular network 114 using the 
subscription module 1 02 in the RAA Server 101. 
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- The RAA client 106 can access data and services available in the 
subscription module 102. 

- The RAA Server 1 01 may exercise access control on what services and 
data can be accessed by a RAA Client 106; 

- Establish a connection (i.e. a voice, fax, or data call), hereafter referred to 
as a "call", from the RAA Client 106 using the subscription module 102 in 
the RAA server 101; 

- Receiving a call from the network 1 1 4 at the RAA Client 1 06. 

On one hand, from a security point of view, it may be desirable to provide an 
end-to-end protection between the RAA client and the subscription module 
102. However, such an end-to-end protection would require a trust relation 
between the subscription module and the RAA Client. In many applications 
such a trust relation is unfeasible. As mentioned above, the security offered 
for the communications link 115 by standard wireless communications 
protocols, such as Bluetooth, do not provide sufficient security for the security 
sensitive subscription module access. According to the invention, the 
processing units 105 and 107 provide functionality 103 and 109, respectively, 
for integrity protection of the messages sent over the communications link 
115. Hence, it is ensured that the messages have not be altered during 
transmission over the air interface 115, and that the messages were sent 
from an authorised device. Preferred embodiments of this functionality will be 
described in greater detail below. Furthermore, the processing unit 105 of 
the RAA Server provides a filter mechanism 116 adapted to ensure that 
access to the subscription module is only provided to messages originating 
from an authorised service, as will be described in greater detail below. 

Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of a communications system 
according to an embodiment of the invention illustrating the flow of a 
message from the client communications device addressing the subscription 
module of a server communications device. The communications system 
comprises a client communications device 206 and a server communications 
device 201 including a subscription module 202. 
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As mentioned above, the remote access to the subscription module by the 
RAA Client is particularly security sensitive. Consequently, according to the 
invention, each message sent from an application 207 on the RAA Client to 
the RAA Server is authenticated by adding a message authentication code 
(MAC) to each message between the RAA Client and the RAA server. 
Hence, the RAA Client comprises an integrity protection module 209 for 
calculating a MAC value and including the calculated MAC value into the 
message. Subsequently, the message is transmitted to the server 
communications , device by a communications circuit 210 for transmitting 
messages via a wireless communications link. In one embodiment, the 
communications circuit is a radio transmitter, such as a Bluetooth transceiver- 
implementing the lower levels of a communications stack. 

The RAA server 201 comprises a corresponding communications circuit 204 
for receiving the transmitted message. The received message is fed into an 
integrity protection module 203 for authenticating the received message by 
calculating a MAC value and comparing it to the MAC value that was ■ 
included in the message, as will be described in greater detail below.. If the 
authentication fails, the message is rejected; otherwise the message is • 
forwarded to a server subscription module access module 205 which 
implements a filter mechanism for limiting access to the subscription module . 

202 to authorised applications. The server subscription module access 
module 205 has access to a protected database 208 which comprises 
identification data and corresponding access control lists for use by the filter 
mechanism. A preferred embodiment of such a filter mechanism will be 
described in greater detail below. If the message is authenticated and if the 
filter mechanism has granted, access to the subscription module, the 
message is forwarded to the subscription module 202 for processing. 

If, for example the message comprises a request for data, a response 
message is returned to the application 207 via the integrity protection circuit 

203 which calculates a MAC value and includes it into the responds 
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message. The message is then communicated via communications circuits 
204 and 210 to the RAA Client where the MAC value is checked by the 
integrity protection circuit 209 prior to forwarding the response message to 
the requesting application 207. 

5 

It is noted that the calculation of the MAC codes in the integrity protection 
modules 209 and 203 takes the message to be authenticated and a secret 
key as inputs. Hence, the integrity protection modules 209 and 203 have 
access to a shared secret stored in the RAA. client .206 and the RAA server 
10 201, respectively. Preferably, in order to prevent reply attacks, the shared 
secret is refreshed at each new communications session. 

It is noted that the integrity protection modules 209 and 203 as well as the 
server subscription module access module 205 may be implemented in 
15 software by suitably programming a general- or special-purpose 
programmable microprocessors, Application Specific Integrated Circuits 
(ASIC), Programmable Logic Arrays (PLA), Field Programmable Gate Arrays 
(FPGA), special purpose electronic circuits, etc., or a combination thereof. 

20 Fig. -3- shows- a flow diagram of a secure communications session according 

to an embodiment of the invention. Fig. 3 illustrates the steps performed in 
the client communications device 300 and in the server communications 
device 310, respectively. 

25 In an initial step 301, a communications session over a wireless 
communications link is initiated including authenticating the two devices 
using a suitable short-range wireless authentication mechanism, e.g. via the 
authentication mechanisms provided by the wireless communications 
protocol used, such as Bluetooth, IEEE 802.1X, or the like. Preferably, if 

30 present, encryption of the wireless link is switched on during session set-up. 

In step 312, the server communications device 301 generates a random 
number, RAND, and sends this number to the client communications device 
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300, via the wireless link. The server communications device 301 further 
stores the random number in internal memory 315 for use in the subsequent 
steps. The client communications device receives the random number in step 
302 and stores it in internal memory 305 for subsequent use. 

In alternative embodiments, the random number may be generated by the 
client communications device, instead, or a part of the random number may 
be generated by the client communications device and another part may be 
generated by the server communications device. The two random values are 
then combined to produce the value actually used as input for the later, 
calculations. 

In step 303, the client communications device uses the. received random, 
number as one of the input parameters to a pseudo random, function ALG1. 
The second input parameter is a shared secret K m (306) which is known to 
both the client and the server communications device. Examples of methods 
for creating the shared secret K m will be described in connection with fig. 6. 
The pseudo random function ALG1 generates a session key Ks (307) to be 
used for the integrity protection of the messages that are subsequently 
exchanged between the client and server communications devices. The 
algorithm ALG1 may be any suitable method for generating pseudo random 
numbers, preferably an algorithm which generates a random number that is 
unpredictable or at least not feasible to predict. An example of such, an 
algorithm is a pseudo random function based on a one way hash function 
such as the HMAC algorithm described in H. Krawczyk, M. Bellare, R. 
Canetti, "HMAC: Keyed-Hashing for Message authentication", IETF RFC 
2104 (obtainable on http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2104). 

Correspondingly, in step 313, the server communications device uses the 
generated random number RAND (315) as one of the input parameters to the 
pseudo random function ALG1. The second input parameter is the shared 
secret Km (316) known to both the client and the server communications 
device. As for the client device, the pseudo random function ALG1 generates 
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a session key Ks (317) to be used by the server communications device for 
the integrity protection of the messages subsequently exchanged between 
the client and server communications devices. 

In steps 304 and 314 messages are communicated between the client 
communications device 300 and the service communications device 310, 
where each message is integrity protected based on the generated session 
key Ks. Authenticated messages directed towards the subscription module 
are forwarded by- the server communications device to the subscription 
module 318, thereby providing to the client communications device 300 
access to the subscription module 318. A method of integrity protecting the 
communicated messages will be described in greater detail in connection 
with figs. 4 and 5. 

Fig. 4 shows a flow diagram illustrating the communication of a message 
from the client communications device 300 to the server communications 
device 310. Hence, in one embodiment, the steps of fig. 4 are performed as 
respective sub-processes of the steps 304 and 314 of fig. 3. 

Initially r in step 401 the value of a counter 410 is included in the message,- 
and the counter is incremented. 

In step 402, in the client communications device a message authentication 
code (MAC) is calculated for the message 41 1 to be sent and the counter 
value. The MAC algorithm receives the message 41 1 , the counter, and the 
session key K s (307) as inputs. The generation of the session key Ks as a 
~ -shared- secret between the client and the server communications devices is 
described above. The MAC algorithm used to calculate the MAC may be any 
suitable MAC algorithm, preferably a cryptographically strong MAC algorithm. 
An example of such a MAC algorithm providing a high level of security is the 
HMAC algorithm (see e.g. H. Krawczyk, M. Bellare, R. Canetti, "HMAC: 
Keyed-Hashing for Message authentication", IETF RFC 2104, obtainable on 
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http://wyAw.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2104). The calculated MAC value is included in, e.g. 
appended or prepended to, the message. 

In step 403, the resulting message 412 comprising the original message M 
the calculated MAC, and the counter CNT1 is transmitted to the server 
communications device via the wireless link. 

In step 404, the server communications device 310 receives the combined 
message 412 and, in step 405, a MAC value is calculated based on the 
received message M including the counter value CNT1 , and the session key 
Ks (317). The calculated MAC value is compared to the received MAC value 
in order to verify the integrity of the message. If the two MAC values match, 
the message is accepted, otherwise it is rejected. . ' 

In step 406, it is verified whether the received counter value CNT1 has a 
valid value given the value of an internal counter 411 maintained by the 
server communications device. For example, a counter value may be 
accepted, if the received counter value is larger than the internal counter 
value and smaller than the internal value plus a predetermined increment. If 
the two counter values, do not. match the message is rejected; otherwise the 
message is accepted and the internal counter 411 is incremented according . 
to the received counter value. 

It is noted that, alternatively, the order of the verification steps 405 and 406 
...ay be reversed. In the flow diagram of fig. 4, this is illustrated by only 
depicting an overall decision step 407, where the message is- accepted (step 
408) only if both the MAC value and the counter value are successfully 
verified. In this case the message may be forwarded to the subscription 
module. Otherwise the message is rejected (step 409). Preferably, access to 
the subscription module is subject to a further filter mechanism, as will be 
described below, in order to further increase the protection of the subscription 
module. 
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Fig. 5 shows a flow diagram illustrating the communication of a message 
from the server communications device 310 to the client communications 
device 301 . Hence, the flow of fig. 5 corresponds to the reverse flow of fig. 4: 

5 In step 501 the value of a counter CNT2 (511) is included in the message, 
and the counter CNT2 is incremented. 

In step 502, in the server communications device a MAC is calculated for the 
message 512 to be sent and the ..counter yalye.GNT2, as described above. 
10 The MAC algorithm receives the message 512, the counter value CNT2, and 
the session key Ks (317) as inputs. The calculated MAC value is included in 
the message. 

In step 503, the resulting message 513 comprising the original message M, 
15 the calculated MAC, and the counter CNT2 is transmitted to the client 
communications device via the wireless link. 

In step 504, the client communications device 301 receives the combined 
message 513 and, in step 505, the received MAC value verified against a 
......... .. 20 - MAC -value calculated based -on~the -received- message M -and the session 

key K s (307). 

In step 506, it is verified whether the received counter value CNT2 has a 
valid value given the value of an internal counter 510 maintained by the client 
25 communications device. If the two counter values do not match the message 
is rejected; otherwise the message is accepted and the internal counter 510 
........ is incremented according to the-received counter value. • - 

Hence, as illustrated by the overall decision 507, the message is accepted 
30 (step 508) only if both the MAC value and the counter value are successfully 
verified. Otherwise the message is rejected (step 509). 
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Fig. 6 shows a flow diagram of a process of generating a shared secret 
according to an embodiment of the invention. According to this embodiment, 
the wireless communications link is a Bluetooth link. 

In the initial step 601 a Bluetooth pairing is performed between the client 
communications device 301 and the server communications device 310 (see 
"Baseband Specification" in "Specification of the Bluetooth System, Core, 
Version 1.r, Bluetooth Special Interest Group, February 2001) resulting in a 
Bluetooth link key shared between the client and the server communications 
devices. The link key is derived from a PIN that should be entered by the 
user(s) of the devices. The link key is subsequently used to produce an 
encryption key that is used to protect Bluetooth communication. The 
generated link key is stored in internal memory 606 and 616 of the client and 
the server communications devices, respectively. 

In step 612, the server communications device 301 generates a random 
number, RAND, and sends this number to the client communications device 
300, via the wireless link, The server communications device 301 further 
stores the random number in internal memory 615 for use in the subsequent 
steps. The client communications device receives the random number in step- 
602 and stores it in internal memory 605 for subsequent use. 

In step 603, the client communications device uses the received random 
number as one of the input parameters to a pseudo random function ALG2. 
The second input parameter is the above link key 606. The pseudo random 
function ALG2 generates a shared secret Km (306) to be used for generating 
secret session keys according to fig. 3. The algorithm ALG2 may be any 
suitable method for generating pseudo random numbers, preferably an 
algorithm which generates a random number which is unpredictable or at 
least infeasible to predict. An example of such an algorithm is a pseudo 
random function based on a one way hash function such as the HMAC 
algorithm described in H. Krawczyk, M. Bellare, R. Canetti, "HMAC: Keyed- 
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Hashing for Message authentication", IETF RFC 2104 (obtainable • on 
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc21 04). 

Correspondingly, in step 61 3, the server communications device uses the 
generated random number RAND (615) as one of the input parameters to the 
pseudo random function ALG2. The second input parameter is the link key 
616. As for the client device, the pseudo random function ALG2 generates 
the shared secret Km (316). 

In step 614, the server communications device stores the information relating 
to the client communications device in a protected database 616. In one 
embodiment, the information comprises an identifier identifying the client 
communications device, the shared secret K m , and an access control list 
including the services of the subscription module which the communications 
device should be granted access to. Hence, in step 614, the server 
communications device selects the set of services provided by the 
subscription module that the client communications device or a client 
application should be allowed to access. For example, the set of services 
may be a default set, a set of services selected by the user during, or a set 
selected -according another- criterion. By . storing - these- information in a 
database, a filter mechanism may access this information and provide 
selective access to the subscription module. An embodiment of such a filter 
mechanism will be described below. Preferably, the database 616 is 
protected against unauthorised access, e.g. by storing it in a special 
protected circuit, by a software protection such as encryption or 
authentication, or the like. 

It is noted that in alternative embodiments using a communications protocol 
other than Bluetooth, a corresponding process may be performed using a 
shared secret established during an initial pairing procedure between the 
server and client communications devices. 
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Hence, in the above a method is described for deriving a shared secret from 
a Bluetooth link key or a corresponding key in another protocol. 

Alternatively, the shared secret may be obtained in a different way. For 
example, the shared secret Km may be derived from a secure pairing 
protocol. The pairing may be performed using a secure key exchange 
mechanism based on public key certificates, on a user PIN input, or the like. 
If a PIN based method is used, the user is requested to enter a password into 
at least one of the devices. An example of highly secure PIN based methods 
are described in C. Gehrmann and K. Nyberg: "Enhancements to the 
Bluetooth Baseband security", in Proceedings of the NordSec Conference 
2001, 1-2 Nov. 2001, DTU, Denmark. 

Hence, in the above user-friendly and, at the same time, secure ways of 
obtaining a shared secret between the RAA Client and the RAA Server have 
been described. 

Fig. 7 illustrates a filter mechanism according to an embodiment of the 
invention. Fig. 7 illustrates the steps performed by , the server 
communications device upon- receipt of a message from the client 
communications device. The steps 404-406 of receiving the message, . 
verifying a MAC value, and checking a counter, respectively, have been, 
described in connection with fig. 4. If the received message is accepted (step 
407), and if the message attempts to access a service provided by the 
subscription module, the message is passed to a server subscription module 
application which implements a filter mechanism. In step 701, the server 
subscription module application sends a query to the access control 
database 616 described in connection with fig. 6. The query comprises the ID 
of the requesting RAA client. In one embodiment, the query further includes 
an identification of the requesting client application, thereby providing a more 
fine-grained access control, as some applications on a given device may 
obtain other access rights than other applications on the same device. The 
database returns the corresponding list of accepted services for that 
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particular RAA client to the server subscription module application. In step 
702, the server subscription module application checks whether the 
requested service should be granted to the requesting client. If so, the RAA 
client request is forwarded to the subscription module 318 (step 704); 
otherwise the request is rejected. 

Hence, the above filter mechanism protects the subscription module against 
unauthorised access by restricting access to the subscription module. Only 
selected clients, have access, to selected services, In particular, access to 
security sensitive functions may be limited while providing a wider access to 
other functions. This is a particular advantage, if a SIM card is used for other 
authentication services as GSM/UMTS. In such a scenario, the above 
method prevents the security of the GSM/UMTS access to be compromised 
by other services. 

Fig. 8 shows a schematic view of a modular server communications device 
according to an embodiment of the invention. The server communications 
device comprises a base module 801 with a subscription module 802. The 
base module 801 provides interfaces 804 and 806 to a user interface module 
808 and a radio interface module 805. The user interface may provide a- 
display for providing a graphical user interface and/or a keypad, a pointing 
device, or the like. The radio interface unit may comprise a radio 
transmitter/receiver and an aerial for connecting to a cellular network, a 
short-range radio transceiver and/or other wireless interfaces. The interfaces 
804 and 806 may be implemented as plug-in interfaces, e.g. using a standard 
such as USB or the like. Alternative, the interfaces may be contact-free 
interfaces e.g. based on electromagnetic^radiation, -such as infrared or a 
radio link, e.g. using the Bluetooth technology or other short-range wireless 
communications technologies: The data communication via the interface 804 
and/or the interface 806 may use a proprietary or a standard protocol. For 
example the base module may be implemented as a smart card, e.g. a smart 
card having an integrated radio interface. In another embodiment, the base 
module may be implemented as a unit providing the interfaces 804 and 806 



• 



29 



and including a subscription module, e.g. as a removably insertable unit, 
such as a smart card. 

It should be noted that the above-mentioned embodiments illustrate rather 
than limit the invention, and that those skilled in the art will be able to design 
many alternative embodiments without departing from the scope of the 
appended claims. 
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For example, even though the invention has primarily been described in 
connection with a Bluetooth wireless communications link, the scope of the 
invention is not restricted to Bluetooth communications. It is understood that 
the invention may also be applied in connection with other communications 
links between the client and server communications devices. For example 
the invention may be applied to other wireless communications links, such as 
an electro-magnetic, magnetic or inductive link. Examples of electro- 
magnetic links include, radio-frequency links, optical links, infrared links; 
microwave links, ultra sound links, or the like. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A method of providing to a client communications device access to a 
subscription module of a server communications device, the method 
comprising the steps of 

- establishing (301) a communications link between the. client 
communications device (300) and the server communications device 
(310); and 

- communicating (304;403,404) a number of messages (M) comprising 
data related to the subscription module (318) between the server 
communications device and the client communications, device via the 
communications link; 

characterised in that 

the method further comprises the step of providing (402,405) integrity 
protection of the messages communicated between the server 
communications device and the client communications device via the.: 
communications link. 

2: A method according to claim 1 , characterised in that the step of providing 
integrity protection further comprises calculating, based on a secret session 
key, a respective message authentication code for each of the communicated 
messages; and including the calculated message authentication code into 
the corresponding communicated message. 

3. A method according to claim 2, characterised in that the step of 
establishing a communications link between the client and server 
communications devices comprises determining a secret session key based 
on a shared secret between the server and client communications devices. 



4. A method according to claim 3, characterised in that the method further 
comprises providing the shared secret by performing a secure pairing 
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procedure including receiving a passcode by at least one of the client 
communications device and the server communications device. 

5. A method according to claim 4, characterised in that the passcode is at the 
5 most 48 bits long. 

6. A method according to claim 3, characterised in that the communications 
link has a secret link key related, to it and the method further comprises 
providing the shared secret by calculating the shared secret using the secret 

10 link key as an input. 

7. A method according to any one of claims 2 through 6, characterised in that 
the method further comprises 

- incorporating a value of a first counter in each of the messages 
15 communicated from the client communications device to the server 

communications device, the first counter being indicative of the number of 
messages communicated from the client communications device to the 
server communications device; and 

- incorporating a value of a second counter in each of the messages 
.,..20.- ■ - -communicated from 4he server communications device to the. client... 

communications device, the second counter being indicative of the 
number of messages communicated from the server communications 
device to the client communications device; 
and the step of calculating a respective message authentication code for 
25 each of the communicated messages comprises calculating a message 
authentication code for each of the communicated messages and the 
— - corresponding counter value. «' - 

8. A method according to any one of claims 1 through 7 characterised in that 
30 the method further comprises determining, for the messages communicated 
from the client communications device to the server communications device, 
whether the message is authorised to address the subscription module. 
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9. A method according to claim 8, characterised in that the method further 
comprises providing a shared secret between the client communications 
device and the server communications device; and providing an. access 
control list stored in the server communications device in relation to at least 
one of the shared secret and the client communications device. 

10. A communications system comprising a client communications device 
(106,206) and a server communications device (101,201) including a 
subscription module(102;202), the cl ient .and server communications devices 
each comprising respective communications means (110,104;204,210) for 
establishing a communications link (115) between the client communications 
device and the server communications device, and for communicating a 
number of messages comprising data related to the subscription module 
between the server communications device and the client communications 
device via the communications link; 

characterised in that 

the client communications device and the server communications device 
each -comprise respective processing means (105,107;203,209) adapted to • 
provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the 
server communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link. 



11. A server communications device including a subscription module, the 
server communications device comprising communications means for 
establishing a communications link with a client communications device, and 
for communicating a number of messages comprising data related to the 
subscription module between the server communications device and the 
client communications device via the communications link; 



characterised in that 
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the server communications device comprises processing means adapted to 
provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the 
server communications device and the client communications device via the 
communications link. 

12. A client communications device for providing access to a subscription 
module of a server communications device, the client communications device 
comprising communications means for establishing a communications link 
with the server communications device including the subscription module, 
and for communicating a number of messages comprising data related to the 
subscription module between the client communications device and the 
server communications device via the communications link; 

characterised in that 

the client communications device comprises processing means adapted to 
provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the 
client communications device and the server communications device via the 
communications link. 

13. A method of providing to a client communications device access to a 
subscription module by a server communications device comprising the 
subscription module, the method comprising the steps of 

- establishing (301) a communications link between the client 
communications device (300) and the server communications device 
(310) ; and 

- receiving (404) a number of messages from the client communications 
device by the server communications device via the communications link, 
the messages addressing the subscription module (318); 



characterised in that 
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the method further comprises the step of determining (701); for at least one 
of the received messages, whether the message is authorised to address the 
subscription module. 

5 14. A method according to claim 1 3, characterised in that the method further 
comprises providing integrity protection of the messages communicated 
between the server communications device and the client communications 
device via the communications link, where the integrity protection is based on 
a shared secret between the client communications device and the server 
10 communications device; and providing an access control list stored in the 
server communications device in relation to at least one of the shared secret 
and the client communications device. 

15. A method according to claim 14, characterised in that the access control 
15 list is stored in a protected database. 

16. A method according to claim 14 or 15, characterised in that the method 
further comprises calculating, based on a secret session key, a respective 
message authentication code for each of the communicated messages- and 
including the calculated message authentication code into the corresponding 
communicated message. 

17. A method according to claim 16, characterised in that the step of 
establishing a communications link between the client and server 
communications devices comprises determining the secret session key 
based on said shared secret between the server and client communications 
devices. 

18. A method according to claim 17, characterised in that the method further 
comprises providing the shared secret by performing a secure pairing 
procedure including receiving a passcode by at least one of the client 
communications device and the server communications device. 
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19. A method according to claim 1&, characterised in that the passcode is at 
the most 48 bits long. 

20. A method according to claim 18, characterised in that the 
communications link has a secret link key related to it and the method further 
comprises providing the shared secret by calculating the shared secret using 
the secret link key as an input. 

21 . A method according to any one of claims 14 through 20, characterised in 
that the method further comprises 

- incorporating a value of a first counter in each of the messages 
communicated from the client communications device to the server 
communications device, the first counter being indicative of the number of 
messages communicated from the client communications device to the 
server communications device; and 

- incorporating a value of a second counter in each of the messages 
communicated from the server communications device to the client 
communications device, the second counter being indicative of the 
number of messages communicated from the server communications 

. . device to the client communications.device; 

and the step of calculating a respective message authentication code for 
each of the communicated messages comprises calculating a message 
authentication code for each of the communicated messages and the 
corresponding counter value. 

22. A server communications device including a subscription module, the 
server communications device comprising communications means for 
establishing a communications link with a client communications device, and 
for receiving a number of messages addressing the subscription module from 
the client communications device via the communications link; 



characterised in that 
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the server communications device comprises processing means for 
determining, for at least one of the received messages, whether the message 
is authorised to address the subscription module. 

5 
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Secure access to a subscription module 

Abstract 



5 

A method of providing to a client communications device access to a 
subscription module of a server communications device, the method 
comprising the steps of establishing a communications link between the 
client communications device and the server communications device; and 

10 communicating a number of messages comprising data related to the 
subscription module between the server communications device and the 
client communications device via the communications link. The method 
further comprises the step of providing integrity protection of the messages 
communicated between the server communications device and the client 

1 5 communications device via the communications link. 
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